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The Mail Boat Leinster Centenary Committee, Families and Friends of the Leinster
3 Eblana Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland. Email: leinster2018@gmail.com Web: www.leinster2018.com

IT’S A SELL-OUT

ALL tickets for the Centenary Day Lunch and the Boat Trip to lay wreaths at the ship wreck are now fully
sold out. A limited number of tickets remain available for the Fáilte Isteach evening on Tuesday 9th October,
but they are also selling rapidly.
Meanwhile, tickets for the Leinster Centenary Concert due to take place on Sunday evening 7th October
are now going on sale for €10 each and are available from the above address. The concert will take place in
St. Joseph’s Church, Glasthule commencing at 7.30p.m. The event is modelled on a similar concert held 100
years ago to raise funds for the dependants of those who died on the ship. Appropriately the British Royal
Mail are kindly sponsoring the concert.
Earlier on Sunday 7th October, Families & Friends of the Leinster will assemble in Deansgrange Cemetery at
2.00p.m. for a tour of Mail Boat Leinster associated graves, followed by the official unveiling of a monument
in memory of the Leinster hero, William Maher, whose grave has been unmarked since his burial there in the
early 1950s. William saved the lives of several people in the disaster and received a prestigious international
award for bravery from the Humanity Society in 1919.
A complete list of events organised by the Mail Boat Leinster Centenary Committee – Families & friends,
appear inside this issue - see page 2.

BIG GATHERING OF FAMILIES & FRIENDS - and you’re invited
A pre-centenary GATHERING of Families and relatives
of those who were aboard the Mail Boat Leinster when
it sunk in 1918, will be held in the Royal Marine Hotel,
Marine Road, Dún Laoghaire on Sunday 17th June 2018
commencing at 3.00p.m. All Families, individual relatives
and friends of the Leinster are invited to attend and hear
details of the planned Leinster Centenary events which will
take place in September and October next throughout Dún
Laoghaire and Dublin City. Like the last major gathering
of relatives in May 2017, those present will be invited
to express their opinions on what should be done and to
discuss the plans to date. This will also be an opportunity
for families and relatives to meet together socially. The Porters at Holyhead carrying mail bags aboard
what is believed to be the Mail Boat Leinster.
GATHERING is timed to facilitate all those travelling long
distances to be present. Refreshments will be served with the compliments of the Royal Marine Hotel.
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YOUR GUIDE TO LEINSTER CENTENARY – FAMILIES & FRIENDS EVENTS:
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd September 2018;

Wednesday 10th October 2018;

100 BOATS FOR 100 YEARS – a maritime tribute
– from Dún Laoghaire Harbour to the site of the
Leinster wreck and back. Social evening in Dún
Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club on Saturday evening 22nd
September. Entry info. on www.dmyc.ie
Details to be announced for public viewing of the
flotilla.

CENTENARY DAY

Saturday 6th October 2018: From 10a.m.
At the LEXICON, Moran Park, Dún Laoghaire: Living
History DLR Family Day incorporating exhibitions
of St. John Ambulance rescue equipment used 100
years ago, display of the late Des Branigan’s book and
documents collection. Des assisted in the lifting of the
Leinster anchor (See report in “The Last Voyage of
The Leinster” book), re-enactors in period costume
and other relevant exhibitions. Most of the exhibitions
will be in place for the month of October.

9.00a.m.
MAIN INCLUSIVE LEINSTER CENTENARY
COMMEMORATION - details to be announced. All
welcome to participate.

7.00a.m.
Depart Dún Laoghaire Harbour by boat to lay wreaths
at the site of the Leinster wreck, returning in time for
main commemorative event. Ticket only / tickets sold
out.
Only ECO-FRIENDLY wreaths and flowers, please.

12.30 for 1.00p.m.
CENTENARY LUNCH In the National Yacht Club.
Entry by ticket only. Tickets sold out.
Sunday 21st October 2018; 11 a.m.

The Pro-Cathederal, Marlborough Street, Dublin.1.
Mass celebrated by Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop
of Dublin, in memory of all victims of the Leinster
2.00p.m. DEANSGRANGE CEMETERY:
Tour of Leinster associated graves, conducted by John disaster. On the corresponding day 100 years earlier,
McCann of DLR County Council followed by official a similar Mass was held at the same church in memory
unveiling of monument to Leinster hero William of all who had died on the Leinster.
Maher. The incoming Cathaoirleach of DLR will be
Details yet to be announced;
invited to perform the unveiling.
Unveiling a mural of the Leinster at Loughlinstown
7.30p.m. GLASTHULE CHURCH:
Mens’ Shed.
CENTENARY CONCERT. Tickets €10 each
available from Leinster Events, 3 Eblana Avenue, NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM in Moran
Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin, Ireland and Costello Park is holding the following:
Jewellers Dún Laoghaire.
Open Day: 8/10/18 11a.m. To 4.00p.m.
Dublin Welsh Male Voice Choir: 8/10/19 7.30p.m. to
Monday 8th October 2018: 9.00p.m. To 11.00p.m.
9.00p.m.
Open Day: 9/10/19 11a.m. to 4.00p.m.
JAZZ Tribute at the Eblana Club
Seminar: 9/10/18 2.00p.m. To 4.00p.m.
3 Eblana Avenue, Dún Laoghaire.
No booking necessary / Free entry. Doors open: Talk: 9/10/18 7.30 p.m. to 9.00p.m.
Open Day: 10/10/18 11a.m. to 4.00p.m.
8.00p.m.
Ecumenical Service: 10/10/18 7.30p.m. to 8.30p.m.
Tuesday 9th October 2018: 8.00p.m.
Fáilte Isteach – a welcoming evening for all attending
the centenary events to be held in the Dún Laoghaire
Club, 3 Eblana Avenue, Dún Laoghaire. The evening
will include traditional music, song and poetry. Padraig
Allen, curator of St. John Ambulance will give a short
talk on the rescue efforts by his organisation during
the Leinster disaster 100 years ago. Pre-booking
essential /tickets €15 each from 3 Eblana Avenue.

Sunday 7th October 2018:

ROYAL MAIL TO SPONSOR CONCERT
BRITISH ROYAL MAIL has become the overall
sponsor of the Leinster Centenary Concert which
will take place on Sunday 7th October in Glasthule
Church, Dún Laoghaire, commencing at 7.30p.m.
With Niamh Murray and Rónan Murray as the star
attractions, this will be a fitting tribute to all victims
of the Mail Boat Leinster.
The sponsorship has made such a prestigious concert
possible, as the €10 entry fee could not possibly
cover the major costs of staging such a production.
Ambassadors, public representatives, and
community leaders will be among the representative attendance expected. The connection between the Royal Mail
and the Mail Boat Leinster makes the sponsorship very appropriate.
SHOP WINDOW DISPLAYS
SHOPS in Dún Laoghaire, Glasthule and Monkstown and indeed elsewhere are invited to participate in shop
window displays to mark the Leinster Centenary. The Centenary Committee are making available large posters to
shops depicting local street scenes and some individual shop fronts from 100 years ago.
Shop owners intersested in obtaining a suitable scene for their shop are invited to contact Leinster Committee
member, Peter Kerrigan of Celtic Invoicing at 54 Mulgrave Street, Telephone:086-8127856, or any committee
member.
AN POST IS ABOARD
AN POST is to stage a “significant” Leinster displays in the Dún Laoghaire Post Office
and hopefully other locations. An Post will also issue a stamp marking the centenary
in early October, as requested by the Centenary Committee immediately following its
establishment in 2016.
Register NOW with the Department
FAMILIES and Friends who wish to receive formal State invitations to the main commemorative ceremony on
Wednesday 10th October (circa 9.00 a.m. To 10.30a.m) should immediately complete an expression of interest
form and return to:
An btAonad Comóraidh (Comóradh Leinster), An Roinn Cultúir, Oidhreachta & Gaeltachta,
3ú hUrlár, Teach na tSeoighigh, 8/11 Sr. Lombard Thoir, B.A.C. 2. email: commemorations@chg.gov.ie
Printed copies of the application form are available form the Leinster Centenary Committee, 3 Eblana Avenue, Dún
Laoghaire, County Dublin, Ireland.
Competed forms must be with the Government Department before Friday 29th June next. It is important that
numbers be established of those who require seating etc.
Mail Boat Leinster Centenary Committee members
clockwise from top left;
Breasal Ó Caollai (Hon. Secretary), Peter Kerrigan,
John Moore (Chairperson), William Byrne (Great
grandson of the Chief Stoker on the Leinster), Anne
Keegan (Drama Group), Ger Ryan (Chief finance
organiser), David Cotter, Noel Blake (Loughlinstown
Mens’ Shed) John Shaw (Yacht Club), Robbie Kearns
(CWU/ postal workers union ), Gerry Clements
(CWU/ postal workers union), Tom Lundon (great
grand-son of a victim), Richard Cruise (Treasurer),
Rita O’Brien, Dermot Lynch (Director of Maritime
Institute / Ireland National Maritime Museum), Jason
McLeen (Loughlinstown Mens Shed), Tom Maginnis
(Old Gaffers Association) and Ken Finlay (journalist).
Committee members not present for the photographer include; Frances Fletcher (who had several family members on the
ship), Ned Tobin, Padraig Allen (St. John Ambulance curator), Padraig Yeates (SIPTU), Conor Galvin (retired naval members
association), Nigel Tonge, (historian), and Neil O’Hagan (P.R.O. and Director of the Atlantic Youth Trust)

GUIDE TO LEINSTER EVENTS
THE Leinster Centenary Committee will distribute a
20 page guide to what is happening (free of charge), to
all attending the centenary events in September and
October. The GUIDE will also be posted on social
media. Local services -restaurants, hotels, pubs, shops
etc- are welcome to take out an advertisement in the
GUIDE which will cost from €50 for one-third of a
page. Enquiries to The Leinster Committee, 3 Eblana
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire. Telephone - Peter Kerrigan
086 812 7856.
BRANIGAN BOOKS ON DISPLAY
THE books and documents’ collection of the late
Desmond Braningan will go on display in the
LEXICON, Moran Park, for the month of October.
Organised by his friend, Joe Ryan, the collection is
of major maritime interest. The late Des Branigan,
always a colourful character, assisted with the
recovery of the Leinster anchor (see report by Noel
Brien in “The Last Voyage of the Leinster” book),
spent his life involved in maritime affairs having been
a working sailor, later becoming a Seamens (Trade)
Union official, President of the Maritime Institute of
Ireland/ National Maritime Museum and also a well
respected Communist, in the days when it was neither
“popular nor profitable” to be seen holding such views.
LOUGHLINSTOWN MENS’ SHED
A Mural of the Mail Boat Leinster will be the
Loughlinstown’s MENS’ SHED contribution to the
centenary events. Their award winning murals in
the past included similar centenary tributes to these
locked out workers of 1913, and those involved in the
1916 Rising. Chief artist is Jason McLeen, a member
of the Leinster centenary Committee who is assisted
by many members of the MENS’ SHED including
fellow centenary committee member, Noel Blake.
The mural will be officially unveiled early in October
and images of the finished work will be available to be
projected onto walls and screens during the centenary.
LEINSTER BADGES
AN exact reproduction of the Leinster anchor in
metal badge format will be available shortly from the
Leinster Committee. This will be a 300 limited edition
and is expected to rapidly become a much sought after
collectors’ item. The badge will sell @ €5 each and will
be available from the Leinster Committee at 3 Eblana
Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin, Ireland
and Costello Jewellers Dún Laoghaire. Meanwhile
the Leinster Committee will print thousands of
stickie paper badges of the Leinster anchor for FREE
distribution to all attending the centenary events.
“Wear the anchor and honour The Leinster Dead”

GOOD MERCHANDISE
PLANS are falling into place for a small amount of good
quality merchandise to mark the Leinster centenary.
Ideas are still being formulated and the proposals
will be put to the GATHERING of FAMILIES AND
RELATIVES on Sunday June 17th. And the goods will
be on sale during the centenary events in September
and October. The Leinster Committee has decided
that all goods will be sold at purchase price.
“LAST VOYAGE OF THE LEINSTER” BOOK
THE Leinster Committee
has held back a few
hundred copies of its
book “The Last Voyage
of The Leinster” so that
copies will be available
at the centenary events.
Nevertheless copies can
be purchased directly from the Leinster Committee at
3 Eblana Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland,
for €20 / £20 including postage.
FISHING COMPETITION
THE Holyhead Dún Laoghaire Link are planning
to run a commemorative fishing event on both sides
of the Irish sea towards the end of September- early
October. A trophy is already in place to be named The
Mail Boat Leinster Centenary Cup and fishing clubs
from Dún Laoghaire and Holyhead are expected to
participate.
OFFICIAL SUPPORT GREATLY APPRECIATED
FAMILIES and Friends of the Leinster greatly
appreciate the tremendous assistance being afforded for
the coming centenary events by the Irish Government,
The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs, its commemorations unit and
DLR County Council. Without their assistance and
full support our task would be much more difficult.
A joint committee between all bodies involved has
been formed to co-ordinate all efforts and especially
to organise the main commemorative event on
Wednesday morning 10th October. The Mail Boat
Leinster Committee is represented on the Joint
Committee by; William Byrne, Eimear McAuliffe,
Neil O’Hagan and Ger Ryan.

