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Get into the Christmas spirit

with a programme of magical events
taking place at Dún Laoghaire Harbour
from 30th November to 5th January.

Santa Claus is coming to Town

What could make Christmas more enchanting than meeting
Santa Claus himself? Enjoy an unforgettable line up of
entertainment as Christmas celebrations kick off with Santa
Claus’s arrival on Saturday, 30th November at Harbour Plaza. The
Dublin Gospel Choir from 5.15pm will get you into the festive
spirit in time for the gala arrival of Santa Claus at 5.45pm. At
6pm the Christmas lights will be switched on and a breath-taking
fireworks display over Dún Laoghaire Harbour will officially
announce that Christmas in Dún Laoghaire is underway.

Christmas Funfair at Harbour Plaza

There are plenty of family-friendly attractions at the Christmas
Funfair at Harbour Plaza including a carousel, a dragon
rollercoaster just for kids, chair-o-planes and snow blast slide.
The Funfair opens on Saturday, 30th November to Sunday, 5th
January 2013. A trip to the Funfair promises to be a perfect way
to get into the Christmas spirit.

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Friday:
Saturday - Sunday:

12pm to 7pm
11am to 8pm.

In addition to the Funfair there will be a Christmas Market every
Thursday to Sunday from 11am – 6pm where you can browse
through a wide range of unique arts, crafts and special gifts in
the charming chalets along the seafront. Wander
up to the town centre to sample the delicious
crepes and hot treats in the Christmas Food
market. The Market will be located outside
Meadows and Byrne at ‘The Metals’ and
on Marine Road. During Christmas
week, The Market will be open
Monday and Tuesday.

Magical Christmas Lantern Procession

This enchanting spectacle will see children of all ages
light up the street from the People’s Park to Harbour Plaza
on 14th December at 4pm. The handmade willow and
tissue paper lanterns come in all Christmas shapes and
sizes. The procession led by a group from Comhairle na
nÓg will finish with a recital of Christmas Carols at
Harbour Plaza. This is a truly spectacular event and we
are expecting that hundreds of children and adults will
take part.

Santa Hat World Record Attempt

Join Barnardos on Saturday, 21st December at 2pm at
Dún Laoghaire Harbour Plaza as The Dun Laoghaire
Christmas Festival host a World Record Attempt to
gather the most people wearing Santa Hats in one
place at one time in aid of Barnardos. The record is
currently held by Brockton, Massachusetts, USA with
872 Santa Hat wearers assembled on
November 23, 2010. So come along at 2pm
to the Harbour Plaza, Dún Laoghaire
wearing your Santa Hat and help break a new
world record! There is an admission price of
€2.00 per person with all proceeds going to
support Barnardos.

Family Firewomrk
Display at 6p

Welcome in the New Year with a spectacular Fireworks display fired
from the East and West Piers in Dún Laoghaire at midnight on Tuesday,
31st December 2013. This unique dual fireworks display is the first
time ever both piers will be used simultaneously as firing sites. You can
have uninterrupted views of the display from the designated viewing
area on the East Pier. There is also a smaller fireworks display for
young families at 6pm on New Year’s Eve fired from the Carlisle Pier.
There will be some disruption to walkers on both piers which will start
in the early evening. There will be restricted access to the back of the
West Pier from 8am on Monday, 30th December and there will be no
access to the pier from after dusk on Tuesday, 31st December until
after the conclusion of the event.
There will also be restricted access to the Top Tier of the East Pier from
10am Tuesday, 31st December. The closure will initially be at the
Battery on the upper east pier for a distance of 100m and will move
300m from the battery on the upper East Pier at 2pm. In additional to
this, from 10pm on the top level of the pier will be closed and a viewing
area will be open to the public on the lower level with far end of the pier
being closed off for health and safety reasons until the conclusion of
the event.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE DÚN LAOGHAIRE CHRISTMAS
FESTIVAL 2013, PLEASE VISIT:

www.dunlaoghaire.ie/christmas-festival

FREE

Weekend Christmas Parking

Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company is offering free
weekend parking in December in the underground car
park at the Ferry Terminal in Dún Laoghaire Harbour.

• 7th / 8th December
• 14th / 15th December
• 21st / 22nd December
The Harbour Company have partnered with Barnardos
who will have volunteers manning bucket collections
at the entry to the car park each day. There will also
be large Barnardos banners at the entrance to the car
park and at the roundabout. Dún Laoghaire Harbour
Company will also provide signage on pay and
display machines.

Christmas Eve RNLI Lifeboat
Ceremony to Remember
Lives Lost at Sea
The crew of the RNLI lifeboat station at Dún Laoghaire will hold their
traditional ceremony at 11.15am on Tuesday, 24th December to remember
the 15 volunteers that died on service in 1895 on Christmas Eve as well as all
those who lost their lives around our coasts. Piper Paul McNally of Dublin Fire
Brigade, musician William Byrne, and journalist Fergal Keane will be amongst
the contributors to the event that has been facilitated by the Dún Laoghaire
Harbour Company. In case of inclement weather, an alternative ceremony
will still be held closer to the lifeboat station
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May - August 2013:
Cruise Destination

Under the recently published National Ports Policy, Dún Laoghaire
has been designated as a centre for marine related tourism and
recreational activities. In 2013, Dún Laoghaire Harbour handled a
record 14 cruise ship calls from cruise line customers including
P&O, Cunard and Windstar Cruises, bringing up to 30,000
passengers and crew ashore. This is up from just 200 passengers in
2012. Early in 2013, Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company initiated a
Pre-Application Consultation with An Bord Pleanála under Section 37
of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 in regard to proposals
for the construction of a new quay in Dún Laoghaire Harbour to
cater for vessels of up to c.340m long. This will ensure that the
harbour is also capable of catering for the ‘new generation’ of larger
cruise vessels.

May 2013:
Global Diaspora Forum

Dún Laoghaire hosted the European strand of the Global
Diaspora Forum on 14th and 15th May 2013. The Global
Diaspora Forum is a celebration of diaspora communities,
and has been held annually in Washington DC since 2011.
The forum was inspired by the former US Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton, and is coordinated by the US-based
charity, the International Global Diaspora Engagement
Alliance (IdEA) and the US State Department. The European
strand was organised by the Irish International Diaspora
Centre (IIDC) Trust, which is working to deliver a
world-class diaspora centre in Dublin. The Trust operates
under the auspices of Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company.
Highlights from the two-day conference programme
included a keynote address by Robert Guest, Business
Editor of The Economist, on the topic of ‘Borderless
Economics’ and a panel discussion on ‘Emerging Trends in
Diaspora Engagement’, led by Kathleen Newland,
Co-Founder of the US-based Migration Policy Institute.

July 2013:
Routes des Princes

The first edition of the Route des Princes, a European Tour for
racing catamarans kicked off on Sunday, 9th June from
Valencia in Spain to the Bay of Morlaix in France via Lisbon,
Dún Laoghaire and Plymouth. The nine multihulls led by the
flagship new Maxi 80 multihull Prince de Bretagne arrived in
Dún Laoghaire on Wednesday, 19th June. The race mixed
exciting competition on the water with engaging activities
ashore with a festival taking place in Dún Laoghaire from
Friday, 21st June to Sunday, 23rd of June. Over 20,000 people
attended the event. Festivities started with a concert at the
Band Stand on the East Pier at 5pm on Friday along with food
courts and children’s amusements.
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August 2013:
Dún Laoghaire Harbour has Gone Green

Dún Laoghaire Harbour has gone green thanks to a new
renewable electricity supply deal from electricity provider,
Energia. Achieving a high level of environmental protection
and promoting sustainable development is a key objective for
Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company. By moving to green energy,
the company can reduce the CO2 emissions from Dun
Laoghaire Harbour which is one of the objectives in realising
the Harbour’s potential as a major marine, leisure, cultural
and tourism destination, as well as securing the long-term
sustainability of the Harbour.

September 2013:
Urban Beach Consultation

Members of the public were invited to share their views
on a proposed new floating swimming pool and ‘urban
beach’ facility for Dún Laoghaire Harbour during
September 2013. The proposed facility includes floating
swimming pool containing heated and treated seawater,
designed on a converted river barge which would be
located on Berth 1 adjacent to the East Pier. In total, 33
submissions were received. The submissions will inform
the planning application that Dún Laoghaire Harbour
Company hopes to submit to Dún Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council in the coming months.

October 2013:
Eithne Scott Lennon Appointed as Chairperson of
Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company

Killiney hotelier, Eithne Scott Lennon, was officially appointed as Chairperson of Dún
Laoghaire Harbour Company by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport on Monday,
30th October 2013. Ms Scott Lennon, who is the owner - CEO of Fitzpatrick’s Killiney Castle
Hotel, is the first female chair of the Harbour Company. She has been an active member of
the board of the Harbour Company since 1994 and played a significant role in the
development of the Masterplan which aims to realise the Harbour’s potential as a major
marine, leisure, cultural and tourism destination, as well as securing its long-term
viability. Ms Scott Lennon will serve a five year term as chair.

Visit us at www.dlharbour.ie
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