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Dún Laoghaire Urban Beach and Floating Pool Project 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
The proposal for the urban beach and floating pool was contained in the Masterplan for Dún Laoghaire Harbour, 
which was published in 2011 following extensive consultation with local stakeholders.  The project is envisaged 
as a key element of the Masterplan, which aims to bring the 200-year progression of the development of the 
Harbour to the next stage, and to realise its potential as a major marine, leisure, cultural and tourism destination, 
as well as securing the long-term viability of the Harbour. 
 
Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company (DLHC) believes the proposed urban beach and floating pool will provide an 
attractive civic amenity for residents of Dún Laoghaire and surrounding areas, and a significant economic boost 
for the local area.  Based on research conducted at the outset of this project, we believe it will attract 
approximately 140,000 visitors per annum and be worth up to €1 million annually to the local economy. 
 
1. What is the timeframe for this project? 

 
Subject to feedback received through the public consultation process, the envisaged timeframe for this 
project is as follows: 

 

 End-October 2013: planning proposal submitted by DLHC to Dún Laoghaire Rathdown (DLR) County 
Council.   

 January 2014: planning decision expected.  

 Late 2014: construction on the project likely to commence.   

 Early 2015: construction likely to end. 

 April 2015: envisaged opening date for urban beach and floating pool.   
 
3. How can stakeholders share their views on this project?   

 

 Since the publication of the Masterplan, a number of steps have been taken in relation to making the 
urban beach proposal a reality.  These include undertaking a feasibility study, developing a business 
plan, and appointing a design team. 

 While preliminary designs have been developed to an extent, stakeholder support for this project is a 
major priority for DLHC.  All comments and feedback garnered through this public consultation will be 
reviewed, considered and where appropriate incorporated into the detailed design before the planning 
application is submitted to DLR County Council.   

 The consultation is open from now until Friday, 27th September 2013.  Submissions can be made by 
post to: Urban Beach Design Team, Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company, Harbour Lodge, Crofton Road, 
Dún Laoghaire,  or by email to consultation@dlharbour.ie. 

 
2. What size will the proposed facility be? 

 

 It is proposed that the floating pool will be moored on a converted river barge alongside Berth 1 
adjacent to the East Pier of Dún Laoghaire Harbour.   

 The size of the barge will be approximately 60m x 10.5m. 

 The size of the swimming pool will be approximately 250m², with a maximum capacity of 125 people.   

 The beach area on the barge will be approximately 35m x 5m.   

 The beach area on Berth 1 will be approximately 60m x 8m.  

 The footprint of the new facility will be similar to the ILV Granuaile berthed alongside Berth 1.  
 
3. How will the proposed facility impact on access to the Harbour? 

 

 The proposed new facility is likely to have minimal impact on access to the Harbour, and it is expected 
that there will be very little disruption during the construction phase as much of the infrastructure will be 
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assembled off-site.  Furthermore, this will not be a permanent structure, and the facility will be operated 
on a seasonal basis, opening for just six months each year.   

 
4. Who will carry out the work?   

 

 A feasibility study for this project was conducted in June 2011 by Arup (Ireland), a global firm of 
designers, planners, engineers, consultants and technical specialists offering a broad range of 
professional services. 

 
A business case for the project was subsequently developed to confirm the viability of the proposed 
facility. 

 

 A project design team was appointed in April 2013, following a competitive public tendering procedure.  
 
- The design team is led by Arup (Ireland), a global firm of designers, planners, engineers, 

consultants and technical specialists offering a broad range of professional services. 
- The design team also includes Fitzgerald, Kavanagh and Partners, a Dublin-based architecture and 

project management firm, and Wilk Salinas, the Berlin-based architecture firm that designed the 
Badeschiff facility, which inspired the proposed urban beach and floating pool in Dún Laoghaire.  

- The design team has completed a preliminary design for the facility.  An environmental report is 
currently being prepared, and environmental surveys are being conducted; this work is expected to 
be complete in October 2013.   

- Following this public consultation, the design team – together with DLHC – will draft a planning 
application, for submission to DLR County Council at the end of October 2013.   

- A specimen design (i.e. a design used for tender) is expected to be completed in early 2014.   
 

 The construction phase of the project will go to tender in 2014, and it is envisaged that the successful 
tenderer will commence construction in late 2014. 

 
5. How many jobs (if any) will be created as a result of this project? 

 

 The new facility is expected to create up to 10 local jobs (some part-time), once operational.  Roles are 
likely to vary from management to marketing / admin, safety and operations, as well as cleaning and 
maintenance.     

 The construction of the scheme will contribute to employment by direct construction work and, indirectly, 
by the requirement for other local support services during the works.   
 

6. What are the expected project and operational costs? 
 

 The overall cost of the facility is expected to be in the region of €2.5 million. 

 Once operational, it is expected that this facility will be self-financing.  Furthermore, we envisage that it 
will be worth up to €1 million annually to the local economy, attracting in the region of 140,000 visitors 
each year. 
 

7. What is the expected admission cost? 
 

 An entrance fee will be required for the use of the urban beach and pool.  

 The admission price will be as competitive as possible; it is anticipated to be equivalent to the price of a 
cinema ticket.   

 
8. What additional facilities / features will be available at the urban beach and floating pool? 

 

 The pool will be designed with a special parents and children’s area, separate to longer swimming lanes 
and a recreational bathing area. 
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 The urban beach will include a café facility, lounge area, changing and toilet facilities and feature wind 
shielding screens for comfort. 

 The pool will have fencing / railings to protect bathers and users of the urban beach from the wind, but 
to still allow them enjoy views of the Harbour. 

 Health and safety procedures will comply with the relevant guidelines for public swimming pools, 
including the requisite number of lifeguards, etc.   

 The facility will be fully accessible (disability access).   
 
9. Are there examples of similar projects that have been successfully implemented in the past? 

 

 Badeschiff facility in Berlin 
o Built on the River Spree. 
o In operation since 2004.  
o Comprised of a floating pool in the river, along with a sandy beach and open-air bar. 

 

 The ‘Josephine Baker’ in Paris  
o A floating swimming pool on the River Seine. 
o Includes changing facilities, a paddling pool, a fitness centre. 
o In operation since 2004.   
 

 Floating pools have also been constructed in Copenhagen and New York.   
 
  


